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INTRODUCTION 

This document introduces the initial screen and describes the set of specialised INTKEY icons 
created for the Key to Western Australian Families of Flowering Plants, the Key to Western 
Australian Genera of Flowering Plants and the Keys to Genera within individual Families of Flowering 
Plants. There are also notes on the occurrence of dependent characters.  
 
Explanations of the remaining icons, the DELTA INTKEY Icons, are dealt with in the online DELTA 
tutorial, which runs through an identification, using the DELTA Sample set.  
 
This document is not a tutorial. We strongly recommend if you are a new user of DELTA INTKEY, 
that you take the time to study the online tutorial.  

NOTES ON THE INTERACTIVE KEY 
 

1. THE INITIAL INTKEY SCREEN 
This is the first page of the INTKEY interactive key to the WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GENERA  AND 
FAMILIES OF FLOWERING PLANTS.  The screen below is displayed initially.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The button icons on the character and taxon panes have been discussed in the ‘Sample ‘ tutorial.  
However there are other icons in this key which have been added by the authors of the data set to 
allow extra functionality.  A brief description of the icons is available by holding the cursor over the 
icon. For detailed information click on the ‘help’ icon on the far right side and then click on the icon for 
which you require extra information. 
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2. ICONS 

 This button accesses author information: in this case an introduction to the package and a 
list of references. Other information may be added so it is important to check here. 
 

 This button allows you to proceed with an identification by selecting a subset of the 
characters, and then selecting individual characters from that subset. 
 

 This button allows the user to turn the character and taxon numbers on or off. To turn the 
taxa and character numbers on click the icon and then select ‘on’. 
 

 This button allows the user to set the diagnostic level, that is the number of differences that 
the program is required to try to find when a diagnosis of a taxon (or taxa) is requested using the 
Information button. 
 

 This button allows the program to be set to match the attributes entered for a taxon in ways 
appropriate for different purposes, identification and information retrieval. The usual setting is for 
identification, in which case the matching is less strict to take account of missing information. 

For details, click on icon, and select ‘help from the dialogue box. This displays a yellow ‘Help’ box. 
Choose ‘current command. 
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2. ICONS (CON’T.) 

 This button allows you to search for generic names, and cross-references those names 
accepted as taxonomically valid (and represented by descriptions in this package) with those treated 
here as synonyms. Note that searches may be complicated by minor variations in spelling, as well as 
by typographical errors. This is a ‘work in progress’ and some information has yet to be coded. If your 
query results in the following message, that is the case: 

 
Sometimes included in (broad genus concept to which this genus is sometimes referred) not recorded.  
Sometimes included in (broad family concept to which this family is sometimes referred (usually by 
Cronquist, 1981)) not recorded.  

 

 This button accesses a list of all the Dicot families within the data set. Use this feature to 
restrict your identification to genera within a family (or several families). The characters will be 
redetermined by the Intkey program to be those relevant to the chosen set of taxa. The original set of 
taxa will be restored after the Restart button is used 
 

 This button accesses a list of all the Monocot families within the data set. Use this feature to 
restrict your identification to genera within a family (or several families). The characters will be 
redetermined by the Intkey program to be those relevant to the chosen set of taxa. The original set of 
taxa will be restored after the Restart button is used 
 

 This button resets the set of available taxa to those that were available when the program 
was started from a FloraBase link. It is intended for use when the user has altered the set of 
available taxa with the Use a Subset of the Taxa button. 

3. DEPENDENT CHARACTERS 

Some characters which you will want to answer will be dependent on answers from other characters. 
These other characters are called ‘controlling characters’. They are set to be answered automatically: 
e.g. select the first character of the ‘best’ set, ‘stamen number,’ and score it. A character denoting the 
presence of ‘fertile stamens’ has been automatically scored for you – see the red arrow. This will 
happen throughout the identification. 
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